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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

PHILOSOPHY HAS ALWAYS DONE extraordinary things with ordinary terms — ‘believe’
and ‘know’, ‘cause’ and ‘explain’, ‘space’ and ‘time’, ‘justice’ and ‘goodness’, ‘lan-
guage’ and ‘meaning’, ‘truth” and ‘beauty’, ‘art’, ‘religion’, ‘science’, ‘mind’, ‘per-
ception’, ‘reason’, and countless others. The field has numerous technical terms
that are also difficult to define, but it presents a dictionary maker with an even
greater challenge because of what it does with our everyday vocabulary. I mean
not only the kinds of common words just listed but many perhaps humbler-sound-
ing terms like ‘accident’, ‘action’, ‘grammar’, ‘set’, and ‘vague’. All of the every-
day terms characterized in this volume are defined — in some manner — in standard
dictionaries of the English language or covered in one or another encyclopedia.
But many readers of philosophy — especially lay readers and those in other
fields — need something quite different from both, a reference work much more
specialized than the former and much less voluminous than the latter. However
large they may be, ordinary dictionaries, even when accurate, are insufficiently
informative to help readers who must look up terms for philosophical reasons; and,
even when philosophically illuminating, encyclopedias and specialized reference
books are often too lengthy, and sometimes too diffuse, to give readers a concise
statement of what is philosophically central in the use of a term. This dictionary
responds to the need for a comprehensive, multi-author philosophical reference
work that is at once enormously wide in scope, intermediate in size, and author-
itative in content. In far less space than is needed for comparable entries in an ency-
clopedia of philosophy or in a handbook devoted to a single subfield, this volume
treats the multitude of subjects appropriate to a dictionary of philosophy with some
of the depth made possible by specialist authors. It does this, so far as possible, in
a way that makes many of its entries interesting reading for people simply curious
about the intriguing concepts or the profound thinkers of the field.

In the first half of this century, the major philosophical dictionary published in
English was James Mark Baldwin’s Dictionary of Philosophy and Psychology, a multi-
author work published by Peter Smith of Gloucester, Massachusetts; it appeared
in 1901 in two volumes (followed by a bibliography in 1905) and was reprinted
with revisions in 1925. In the second half of the century, dictionaries of philoso-
phy in English have been much smaller than Baldwin'’s and either written by a sin-
gle author or, occasionally, prepared by a group of writers rarely much larger than
a dozen working within the confines of a small space. Few of the entries in these
books are longer than 500 words; the most typical have been sketches of 150 words
or less.

This dictionary, by contrast, is the work of an international team that includes
381 carefully selected contributors representing the major subfields of philosophy
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and many philosophical traditions. It contains substantial treatments of major
philosophers, many of these entries running to several thousand words. It has
hundreds of entries, often of 500 to 1,000 words, on other significant thinkers, and
thousands of brief definitions of philosophically important terms. In addition, it
provides detailed overviews, some more than 6,000 words, of the subfields of phi-
losophy, such as epistemology, ethics, metaphysics, philosophy of mind, and phi-
losophy of science. It supplies numerous cross-references to help readers in
comprehending philosophical ideas, in understanding the terminology of the dis-
cipline, and in appreciating philosophers themselves. There are hundreds of entries
on important terms and thinkers from non-Western philosophy, for instance from
the Chinese, Indian, Japanese, and Korean traditions. The dictionary also covers a
number of philosophically significant thinkers and terms from fields closely related
to philosophy, including computer science, economics, law, linguistics, literature,
mathematics, psychology and other behavioral sciences, and religion. The
Appendix defines logical symbols and identifies other special symbols used in phi-
losophy.

In an era that is producing a plethora of encyclopedias, companions, handbooks,
and similar reference works, something more should be said about the need for a
philosophical dictionary. These kinds of reference works differ significantly: a dic-
tionary is definitional, though like this one it may be far more than that; encyclo-
pedias, companions, and similar works sometimes do not define the terms that
head their entries, and the main purposes of these works tend to be informational,
historical, and bibliographical. There is no sharp distinction here; a definition may
be informative, and the right kind of information about a topic can serve to define
the concept in question. But in practice a good definition captures what is con-
ceptually central to its target subject in a way that an encyclopedia or handbook
article often does not (and need not) do at all, and quite commonly does not do in
any brief, initial formulation.

A purist might think that a dictionary should exclude entries on thinkers alto-
gether, on the ground that proper names do not admit of definition. Even if, strictly
speaking, this should be true, it is perfectly intelligible to ask what Socrates, for
instance, means to philosophers, or who he was, philosophically speaking. Such
questions about thinkers are among the kinds appropriately treated in a philo-
sophical dictionary and likely to interest general readers as well as many in the
field of philosophy. Answering them does not require bibliography or extensive
biography, and to include either of these would have meant a much longer and
quite different volume. Primary texts are often cited in entries that focus on
philosophers; but those entries are mainly devoted to central ideas of the thinkers
in question. As compared, however, with the other, much smaller contemporary
philosophical dictionaries in English, this one has more depth, particularly in
entries on major philosophers, on subfields of philosophy, and on pivotal philo-
sophical concepts.

Although the scope of this volume extends beyond Western philosophy and
indeed beyond philosophy narrowly conceived, the central focus is on Western
philosophers and Western thought. We have sought comprehensiveness, but make
no pretense of completeness. Even with entries and subentries covering more than
4,000 concepts and philosophers, we could not include every philosophically sig-
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nificant term, or every thinker, that people interested in philosophy or reading
philosophical literature might want to look up. This applies particularly to the areas
where philosophy overlaps other fields, such as cognitive science, economic the-
ory, feminist studies, linguistics, literary theory, mathematics, philosophy, and reli-
gion. We have, however, sought to include enough entries to assist readers both
in approaching a great variety of “purely” philosophical texts and in compre-
hending a substantial range of interdisciplinary philosophical works.

To avoid distraction and interruptions of the text, internal cross-references (the
“See also” ones) are supplied only at the ends of entries. The external cross-refer-
ences (the “See” ones) are alphabetized along with the main entries and refer the
reader to one or more entries that deal with the term or thinker in question.
Internal cross-references are not generally used where it seems obvious what sorts
of other entries might be consulted for supplementary or related information. The
number of internal cross-references has also been kept small. This is in part to avoid
diffusing the reader’s efforts and in part because the Dictionary has entries that
cover most of the philosophers discussed in the text and the vast majority of the
philosophical terms the contributors use in their entries. Pursuing the cross-refer-
ences that are supplied, however, will often lead to other useful ones and to a bet-
ter understanding of the topic a reader originally looks up.

Many philosophers still living when the Dictionary went to press are cited in
the Index of Names, which lists, for each name cited, one or more entries provid-
ing information about the person in question. The names included represent more
than 600 philosophers and thinkers from all periods of philosophy who are not
subjects of entries devoted entirely to their work. There are several reasons why
the Dictionary does not contain entries focusing entirely on living figures. Above
all, many who would have such entries, including most of the senior philosophers
cited in the Index, are still producing philosophical work, and it should not be pre-
sumed that adequate portraits of them can be done at this time. The task of writ-
ing a description that is both sufficiently short for a volume like this and
intellectually adequate is often impossible without a measure of historical distance.
In many cases, readers will find helpful information through the Index, which lists
hundreds of contemporary philosophers and many other thinkers (though by no
means all of the numerous personal names mentioned in the main entries). There
are, of course, many important figures in the field whom contributors unfortu-
nately could not bring into the tight confines of their entries.

Some readers might be surprised to find that there is no entry simply on phi-
losophy itself. This is partly because no short definition is adequate. It will not do
to define ‘philosophy’ in the etymological way many have, as ‘the love of wisdom”:
granting that it is natural for philosophers to love wisdom and for many lovers of
wisdom to be inspired to pursue philosophy, a lover of wisdom can be quite
unphilosophical, and even a good philosopher can be wise in at most a few
domains of inquiry. Perhaps a great many philosophers (though certainly not all
of them) would agree that philosophy is roughly the critical, normally systematic,
study of an unlimited range of ideas and issues; but this characterization says noth-
ing about what sorts of ideas and issues are central in philosophy or about its dis-
tinctive methods of studying them. In a way, this dictionary as a whole presents a
conception of philosophy, one that is rich in content and widely representative of
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what has been, is, and perhaps will long continue to be, generally viewed as philo-
sophical work. Those wanting a sense of what a good definition of ‘philosophy’
must encompass might fruitfully consider how one can define the concerns cen-
tral to a number of major philosophers representing different periods, styles of phi-
losophy, and cultures. One such list might include Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas,
Descartes, Hume, Kant, Hegel, Mill, Peirce, Heidegger, and Wittgenstein. We might
also try to construct a unifying characterization of some of the basic fields of phi-
losophy - for instance epistemology, ethics, logic, and metaphysics — and beyond
this, one should also consider what is central in such subfields as aesthetics, phi-
losophy of history, philosophy of language, philosophy of logic, philosophy of
mind, philosophy of religion, and philosophy of science. Reading the entries on
these philosophers and fields will probably yield a much better indication of what
philosophy is than we could expect from even a thousand-word entry.

Three features of the text may, for some readers, need comment. First, follow-
ing a practice common among careful philosophical writers, we place single quo-
tation marks around words or longer expressions when those expressions are
named or directly referred to, as where one says that the term ‘argument’ may des-
ignate either the process of arguing or an argument presented therein. The second
point concerns terms beginning with ‘non’, such as ‘non-mental’. Except where
such terms have a well-established use as words whose meaning is, like that of
‘monviolence’” and ‘noncombatant’, not merely that of the negation of their basic,
positive element, our practice is to place a hyphen after ‘non’. An example should
bring out the difference. Anything at all that is nof a combatant — anything from
ships and shoes and sealing wax to hills, brooks, standing lakes, and groves —is a
non-combatant, but these things are not thereby noncombatants. Thus, ‘noncom-
batant’, ‘nonviolence’, ‘nonstarter’, and ‘noncognitivism’ appear as just written,
whereas ‘non-mental” and ‘non-inferential” are hyphenated. This practice reflects
a natural tendency of most philosophers and may be grounded partly in the sense
that when used to form a complementary term, ‘non’ plays a special and very
important role: more that of an operator on an established term than the role of a
prefix creating a semantically distinctive term. The third point here concerns the
substitution of an everyday word for a term often used by philosophers in a tech-
nical way. Both for brevity and to aid readers not familiar with the technical use
of ‘just in case’, we have frequently used ‘provided’ instead of ‘just in case’ where
the latter is equivalent to ‘if and only if’. This substitution might have gone unno-
ticed by anyone other than the contributors affected by it, and no one consulted
on the matter has judged that the substitution alters content; but I mention the
change just in case anyone should be curious about it.

It is probably impossible to produce a work of this kind without errors, espe-
cially errors of omission. Comprehensiveness, of course, does not require com-
pleteness (supposing there is a clear notion of completeness for a work like this);
nor is completeness even possible in a dictionary covering a dynamic and growing
field. I would be happy to receive comments or corrections and will undertake to
send them to the appropriate contributor(s) and to file them for possible future
use. Two further comments may be in order here. First, although the length of the
entries is not unrelated to the importance of their topics, other factors, such as the
complexity of the concept in question, the degree of current or recent interest in
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it, and the style and wishes of the contributors, have also figured in determining
length. Second, although authors were asked to strive for the highest level of acces-
sibility appropriate to their topics, some entries are not intended to be fully intel-
ligible to every reader (and, if they were, would ill serve those who need them).
We trust that all of the entries have something of value for any interested reader;
but some are intended to give specialized or technical information, and others pro-
ceed to specialized or technical matters shortly after an opening that is meant to
provide what is likely to be essential for any reader consulting the entry.
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THE WIDESPREAD POSITIVE RECEPTION of the First Edition has been gratifying, and a
number of translations are proceeding, into Chinese, Italian, Korean, Russian, and
Spanish at this writing. The field of philosophy has expanded, however, and even
apart from that I have become aware of several respects in which the Dictionary
can better serve its readers. The result is a multitude of expansions in stand-
ing entries and the addition of some four hundred new entries. This extended
coverage required sixty new authors, nearly half of them from outside North
America.

The new entries range across the entire field of philosophy. We have made a
special effort to increase our coverage of Continental philosophy and of subfields
where growth is exceptionally rapid, such as ethics, philosophy of mind, and polit-
ical philosophy. We have also added numerous cross-references. The cross-refer-
ences are an element in the volume that many readers have said they found not
only valuable in enhancing their initial understanding of an entry, but also wel-
come as a source of intriguing connections and as an invitation to browse.

In addition to citations of many living philosophers in the Index of Names, there
is now selective coverage of a number of living philosophers in separate entries.
With very few exceptions, this (quite small) group includes only thinkers in their
mid-sixties or older. This constraint on inclusion is in part dictated by the difficulty
of providing an adequate portrait of philosophers still actively advancing their posi-
tions, and it has required omitting a number of distinguished younger philosophers
still making major 